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ORDINANCE NUMBER O- 1 5 9 0 9 (jv̂ ŵ Series) 

Adopted on FEB 2 8 1963 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER IX, ARTICLE 1, OF 
THE SAN DIEGO MUNICIPAL CODE BY AMENDING SECTIONS 
91.02.1807 AND 91.02.5103, RELATING TO 
REQUIREMENTS FOR ELEVATORS IN HIGHRISE BUILDINGS. 

BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of The C i t y of San Diego, as 

f o l l o w s : 

Section 1. That Chapter IX, A r t i c l e 1, of the San Diego 

Municipal Code be, and the same i s hereby amended by amending 

Sections 91.02.1807 and 91.02.5103, to read as f o l l o w s : 

SEC. 91.02.1807 SECTION 1807 OF THE UNIFORM BUILDING 

CODE AMENDED 

SECTION 1807. S p e c i a l P r o v i s i o n s for Group B, 

D i v i s i o n 2 O f f i c e B u i l d i n g s and Group R, D i v i s i o n 1 

Occupancies. 

(a), ( b ) , ( c ) , (d), ( e ) , ( f ) , and (g) -No 

changes. 

(h) E l e v a t o r s . Elevators and elevator lobbies 

s h a l l comply with the pr o v i s i o n s of Chapter 51 and the 

f o l l o w i n g : 

NOTE: A bank of elevators i s a group 

of elevators or a s i n g l e elevator c o n t r o l l e d 

by a common operating system; th a t i s , a l l 

those elevators which respond to a s i n g l e 

c a l l button c o n s t i t u t e a bank of e l e v a t o r s . 

There i s no l i m i t on the number of cars 
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which may be i n a bank or group but there 

may be not more than four cars w i t h i n a 

common hoistway. 

1. Except for the main entrance l e v e l , a l l 

elevators on a l l f l o o r s s h a l l open i n t o elevator 

lobbies which are separated from the remainder of 

the b u i l d i n g as i s required f o r c o r r i d o r 

c o n s t r u c t i o n i n Section 3304(g) and (h). 

2. Each elevator lobby, except that for the 

main f l o o r , s h a l l be provided with an approved 

smoke detector located on the lobby c e i l i n g . 

When the detector i s a c t i v a t e d , elevator doors 

s h a l l not open and a l l cars serving that lobby 

are to return t o the main f l o o r and be under 

manual c o n t r o l only. The smoke detector i s to 

operate before the o p t i c a l density reaches 0.03 

per foot. The detector may serve t o close the 

lobby doors. 

3. A permanent sign s h a l l be i n s t a l l e d i n 

each ele v a t o r cab adjacent to the f l o o r status 

i n d i c a t o r and at each e l e v a t o r c a l l s t a t i o n on 

each f l o o r reading "IN FIRE EMERGENCY, DO NOT USE 

ELEVATOR - USE EXIT STAIRS," or s i m i l a r verbiage 

approved by the b u i l d i n g o f f i c i a l . 

4. Elevator hoistways s h a l l not be vented 

through an elevator machine room. Cable s l o t s 

entering the machine room s h a l l be sleeved 

beneath the machine room f l o o r and extend to not 
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l e s s than 12 inches below the shaft vent to 

i n h i b i t the passage of smoke i n t o the machine 

room. 

5. At l e a s t one el e v a t o r car serving a l l 

f l o o r s s h a l l have a minimum i n s i d e car platform 

of 4 fee t 3 inches deep by 6 fee t 8 inches wide 

with a minimum c l e a r opening width of 42 inches, 

unless otherwise designed and approved to provide 

equivalent u t i l i t y to accommodate an ambulance 

s t r e t c h e r having a minimum s i z e of 22 inches by 

78 inches i n i t s h o r i z o n t a l p o s i t i o n . This 

e l e v a t o r s h a l l be i d e n t i f i e d . 

(i)» ( j ) f ( k ) , (1), (m) and (n) - No changes. 

SEC. 91.02.5103 SECTION 5103 OF THE UNIFORM 

BUILDING CODE AMENDED 

SECTION 5103. (a) Automatic Elevators. 

Automatic passenger e l e v a t o r s s h a l l conform to the 

f o l l o w i n g : 

1. Commandeering switch. In other than 

dwe l l i n g u n i t s , e l e v a t o r s s h a l l be provided with 

a two-position switch f o r emergency operation-

Such switch s h a l l be located near the entrance to 

the elevator at each main f l o o r of the b u i l d i n g . 

When the switch i s i n the "on" p o s i t i o n , a l l 

e l e v a t o r s which are i n normal se r v i c e s h a l l 

r e t u r n nonstop to the f l o o r where the switch i s 

i n the "on" p o s i t i o n and the doors s h a l l open, 

except that an elev a t o r t r a v e l i n g away from the 

main f l o o r may reverse a t the next a v a i l a b l e 
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f l o o r without opening i t s doors. When the switch 

i s i n the "on" p o s i t i o n , door-reopening devices 

f o r power-operated doors which may be affected by 

smoke or heat so as to prevent door closure s h a l l 

be rendered i n o p e r a t i v e ; and elevators equipped 

with power-operated doors and standing at a f l o o r 

other than the main f l o o r , with doors open, s h a l l 

c l o s e t h e i r doors without delay. Except for 

ele v a t o r s i n emergency s e r v i c e , the switch s h a l l 

be connected so that elevators may be returned to 

normal service by moving the switch to the " o f f " 

p o s i t i o n . 

2. Heat- and smoke-sensing devices. The 

ret u r n to a main f l o o r may be i n i t i a t e d by heat-

and/or smoke-sensing devices i n the b u i l d i n g 

independently of the switch required by p r o v i s i o n 

1 above. I f so, the switch required at a main 

f l o o r s h a l l have three p o s i t i o n s . The t h i r d 

p o s i t i o n s h a l l r e s t o r e normal s e r v i c e independent 

of the heat- and/or smoke-sensing device. 

3. Elevator car emergency switch. A switch 

s h a l l be provided i n or adjacent to an operating 

panel of each elevator car. Thi?, switch, when 

operated, s h a l l put the elev a t o r on euiergency 

s e r v i c e and s h a l l be operable only a f t e r the 

switch required by p r o v i s i o n 1 above has been 

a c t i v a t e d . When the emergency service switch i n 

the elevator i s actuated: 
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( i ) An elevator s h a l l be operable only 

by a person i n the elevator. 

( i i ) Elevators on emergency service 

s h a l l not respond to elevator landing c a l l s . 

( i i i ) The opening of power-operated 

doors s h a l l be c o n t r o l l e d only by continuous 

pressure "open" buttons or switches. I f the 

open button or switch i s released during the 

"open" motion, the doors s h a l l a u t o m a tically 

r e c l o s e . 

( i v ) Door reopening devices f o r power-

operated doors which may be a f f e c t e d by 

smoke or heat so as to prevent door closure 

s h a l l be rendered i n o p e r a t i v e . 

4. Keys f o r elevator switches. Keys, where 

permitted f o r the switches required by p r o v i s i o n s 

1 and 3 above, s h a l l be kept on the premises by 

the person responsible for the maintenance and 

operation of the elevators i n a l o c a t i o n r e a d i l y 

a c c e s s i b l e to authorized persons i n an emergency 

but not where they are a v a i l a b l e to the p u b l i c , 

(b), ( c ) , (d), (e), ( f ) , ( g ) , (h) and ( i ) -No 

changes. 

Section 2. This ordinance s h a l l take e f f e c t and be i n 

force on the t h i r t i e t h day from and a f t e r i t s passage. 
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APPROVED: John W. W i t t , . i t v Attorney 

By 

Thomas F. Steinke 
Deputy C i t y Attorney 

TFS:ta:551 
12/27/82 
0-83-128 
Or.Dept:Bldg.lnsp. 
Porm=r.none 
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(0-83-128) 

New Section: Underlined 
Old Section: Struck Out 

SEC. 91.02.1807 SECTION 1807 OF THE UNIFORM BUILDING 

CODE AMENDED 

SECTION 1807. S p e c i a l P r o v i s i o n s for Group B, D i v i s i o n 2 

O f f i c e B u i l d i n g s and Group R, D i v i s i o n 1 Occupancies. 

(a ) , (b), ( c ) , (d), ( e ) , ( f ) , and (g) - No changes, 

(h) E l e v a t o r s . Elevators and elevator lobbies s h a l l 

comply with the p r o v i s i o n s of Chapter 51 and the f o l l o w i n g ; 

NOTE: A bank of elevators i s a group of 

elevators or a s i n g l e elevator c o n t r o l l e d by a 

common operating system; that i s , a l l those 

el e v a t o r s which respond to a si n g l e c a l l button 

c o n s t i t u t e a bank of e l e v a t o r s . There i s no 

l i m i t on the number of cars which may be i n a 

bank or group but there may be not more than four 

cars w i t h i n a common hoistway. 

1. Except f o r the main entrance l e v e l , a l l 

e levators on a l l f l o o r s s h a l l open i n t o elevator 

lobbies which are separated from the remainder of the 

b u i l d i n g as i s required for c o r r i d o r c o n s t r u c t i o n i n 

Section 3304(g) and (h). 

2. Each elevator lobby, except that for the main 

f l o o r , s h a l l be provided with an approved smoke 

detector located on the lobby c e i l i n g . When the 

detector i s a c t i v a t e d , e l e v a t o r doors s h a l l not open 

and a l l cars serving that lobby are to return to the 
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main f l o o r and be under manual c o n t r o l only. •if--th« 

mai-n- jfj..o©r- •d-et-e-e-t-©*"- -a- ̂•r-a-H.-S'f-eHr- -f-l-ee*"- d-e%.e«'%.©t- i-s 

.acij-va-ted^ - a44- «-a-r«- -e-e^vi-ft-g- •t'h-e- -mai-H- -f-lee*"- ©-e- ttaHS'fef 

-f-l-©©*-- .sh-alA- •r-et-u-E-fl- -te- -a- -leea-t-iefi- •af>fHr€)ved- tey- the- -£±ire 

d-efvâ 4«v€-ft-t- -a-nd- to«i4.d4.«g- -©i-f-ie-i-a-l- a«€l- tens- •ande^- tnan-aai 

i2j&nJ:x«J.-«flJ.y-. The smoke detector i s to operate before 

the o p t i c a l density reaches 0.0 3 per foot. The 

dete c t o r may serve to close the lobby doors. 

3. A permanent s i g n s h a l l be i n s t a l l e d i n each 

e l e v a t o r cab adjacent to the f l o o r status i n d i c a t o r 

and at each elevator c a l l s t a t i o n on each f l o o r 

reading "IN FIRE EMERGENCY, DO NOT USE ELEVATOR - USE 

EXIT STAIRS," or s i m i l a r verbiage approved by the 

b u i l d i n g o f f i c i a l . 

4. Elevator hoistways s h a l l not be vented 

through an elevator machine room. Cable s l o t s 

e n t e r i n g the machine room s h a l l be sleeved beneath the 

machine room f l o o r and extend to not l e s s than 12 

inches below the shaft vent to i n h i b i t the passage of 

smoke i n t o the machine room. 

5. At l e a s t one elev a t o r car serving a l l f l o o r s 

s h a l l have a minimum i n s i d e car platform of 4 feet 3 

inches deep by 6 fe e t 8 inches wide with a minimum 

c l e a r opening width of 42 inches, unless otherwise 

designed and approved to provide equivalent u t i l i t y to 

accommodate an ambulance s t r e t c h e r having a minimum 

s i z e of 22 inches by 78 inches i n i t s h o r i z o n t a l 

p o s i t i o n . This elevator s h a l l be i d e n t i f i e d . 
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( i ) / ( j ) f ( k ) , ( 1 ) , (m) and (n) - No changes. 

SEC. 91.02.5103 SECTION 5103 OF THE UNIFORM 

BUILDING CODE AMENDED 

SECTION 5103. (a) Automatic Elev a t o r s . Automatic 

passenger elevators s h a l l conform to the fo l l o w i n g : 

1. Commandeering switch. In other than dwelling 

u n i t s , elevators s h a l l be provided with a two-position 

switch for emergency operation. Such switch s h a l l be 

located near the entrance to the elevator a t each main 

f l o o r of the b u i l d i n g . 

When the switch i s i n the "on" p o s i t i o n , a l l 

elevators which are i n normal service s h a l l return 

nonstop to the f l o o r where the switch i s i n the "on" 

p o s i t i o n and the doors s h a l l open, except that an 

elevator t r a v e l i n g away from the main f l o o r may 

reverse at the next a v a i l a b l e f l o o r without opening 

i t s doors. When the switch i s i n the "on" p o s i t i o n , 

door-reopening devices for power-operated doors which 

may be affe c t e d by smoke or heat so as to prevent door 

closure s h a l l be rendered inoperative; and elevators 

equipped with power-operated doors and standing at a 

f l o o r other than the main f l o o r , with doors open, 

s h a l l close t h e i r doors without delay. Except for 

elevators i n emergency s e r v i c e , the switch s h a l l be 

connected so that elevators may be returned to normal 

se r v i c e by moving the switch to the " o f f " p o s i t i o n . 

2. Heat- and smoke-sensing devices. The return 

to a main f l o o r may be i n i t i a t e d by heat- and/or 

smoke-sensing devices i n the b u i l d i n g independently of 
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the switch required by p r o v i s i o n 1 aboveT_^ exeepfe 

±.lia±.-s«Gli-d«viG-es-a4.-the-ma4ft--f-le©̂ -6ha4i-Refe-4Rife4afee 

*.h-e-the-e-iisvator«-7 I f so, the switch 

required at a main f l o o r s h a l l have three p o s i t i o n s . 

The t h i r d p o s i t i o n s h a l l r e store normal service 

independent of the heat- and/or smoke-sensing device. 

3. Elevator car emergency switch. A switch 

s h a l l be provided i n or adjacent to an operating panel 

of each elevator car. This switch, when operated, 

s h a l l put the elev a t o r on emergency se r v i c e and s h a l l 

be operable only a f t e r the switch required by 

pr o v i s i o n 1 above has been a c t i v a t e d . When the 

emergency se r v i c e switch i n the elevator i s actuated: 

( i ) An elev a t o r s h a l l be operable only by a 

person i n the e l e v a t o r . 

( i i ) E l e vators on emergency s e r v i c e s h a l l 

not respond to el e v a t o r landing c a l l s . 

( i i i ) The opening of power-operated doors 

s h a l l be c o n t r o l l e d only by continuous pressure 

"open" buttons or switches. I f the open button 

or switch i s released during the "open" motion, 

the doors s h a l l automatically r e c l o s e . 

( i v ) Door reopening devices f o r power-

operated doors which may be a f f e c t e d by smoke or 

heat so as to prevent door closure s h a l l be 

rendered i n o p e r a t i v e . 

4. Keys f o r elevator switches. Keys, where 

permitted for the switches required by pr o v i s i o n s 1 
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and 3 above, s h a l l be kept on the premises by the 

person responsible for the maintenance and operation 

of the elevators i n a l o c a t i o n r e a d i l y a c c e s s i b l e to 

authorized persons i n an emergency but not where they 

are a v a i l a b l e to the p u b l i c . 

(b), ( c ) , (d), (e), ( f ) , (g), (h) and ( i ) - No changes 
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Passed and adopted by che Council of The City of San Diego on 
by the following vote: 

FEB 28 1983 

Councilmen Yeas Nays Not Present Ineligible 

Bill Mitchell • • • 
Bill Cleator • • • 
Susan Goiding • • • 
William Jones • • • 
Ed Struiksma • • • 
Mike Gotch • • • 
Dick Murphy • • • 
Uvaldo Martinez • • • 

• B Q — VACANT 

AUTHENTICATED BV: 

(Seal) 

Bill. CIEAIQR _ 
Deputy Mayor of The Ciey of San Diego, California. 

CHARLES G. ABDELNOUR 
an Diego, California, 

.., Deputy. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing ordinance was not finally passed until twelw calendar days had 

elapsed between the day of its introduction and the day of its final passage, to wit, on 

FEB 14 1983 FEB 281983 
:....Tr..r:. , and on 

'-I FURTHER LEKilFY-that aaid ardinnnce wna rend in full.prior.ta itc final paaange. 

1 FURTHER CERTIFY that the reading of said ordinance in full was dispensed with by a vote of not 
less than a majority of the members elected to the Council, and that there was available for the consideration 
of each member of the Council and the public prior to the day of its passage a written or printed copy of 
Said ordinance. 

CHARLES G. ABDELNOUR 
Clerk of The City of,£{rn)Diego, California. 

(Seal) 

CC-I2BB-A ( R E V . l - tZ) 

Office of the City Clerk, San Diego, California 

Ordinance^ \ titCkCVCk 
Number . . .C^. .r . .±:™.".*?. Adopted 

FE8 2 8 1983 
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 

CITY OF SAN DIEGO 
202 "C" STREET 12 th F l o o r 
San D i e g o , OA 92101 

Re: Ord . #0-15909 

IN THE MATTER OF NO. 

ORDINANCE NO. 0-15909 

ORDINANCE NO. O-15009 
(Nê  Series) 

•. '^^^ ' \' 
(?t1.02.1807 AND »l.(a.6i03, HELATING TO 

„ ENT8 FOB ELEVATOflS IN HIGHRISE BUILDINOS. 
^o^ lnahc^ makes the San I3leq6 Municipal Code eonsis* 
fTIHeB and Title 2* ot the California Admlnistrallve.Code 
dind sections'of the San Diego Municipal Code .which re-
jvator cars 'In WohrlsB buildlrtgs to Ije redirected to an 
r flodf. other'than the main floor, in the event that't^aln 
ke detectors are'actlvaled. . , ; .. •' , 

—-w-nplete copy of the Ordinance Is avpllatjie for tnspecllon in 
in^ 'O l iSe o l the City Cierl* of the City of Dieoo. is ih Flop'• C i ­
ty A«MMstrail6h Bulldlno. 202 " C " Street, San Diego, CA 02101 < 
7,?|SBWllc*>d:ohFEB14.1983- ^ ' ' 

i ^M ! i ( g^and Mopted by the Council of The City of San Olepo 
-">BiCI*ait<jr.-Depu1yMayoroITheClly 
\ '6fai inDti<io, Californw. '' ,< 
• CHARLES Q. ABDELNOOR, a t y Clerk o l The City 

- "a« Ban Olego, California. 
, rByfeARBARABeRRlDQE,Deputy. -

POeiltsH March 14,1B83^ • 6 M U 4 

I- Shelley—Samudio ., am a citizen 
of the United States and a resident of the County aforesaid; I am over the 
age of eighteen years, and not a party to or interested in the above- entitled 
matter. I am the principal clerk of the San Diego Daily Transcript, a 
newspaper of general circulation, printed and published daily, except 
Saturdays and Sundays, in the City of San Diego, County of San Diego, and 
which newspaper has been adjudged a newspaper of general circulation by 
the Superior Court of the County of San Diego, State of California, under 
the date of January 23,1909, Decree No. 14894; and the 

ORDINANCE NO. 0-15909 
(New S e r i e s ) 

is a true and correct copy of which the annexed is a printed copy and was 
published in said newspaper on the following date (s), to wit; 

March 14, 1983 

I certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Dated at San Diego, California this 14 t h Hny of Mar , 1983 

Signature) 00172 


